
Name: _______________________________
English 9 

Literary Analysis Essay
How does an author use literary elements or techniques to develop theme?

Your Task
Choose a specific literary element (e.g., characterization, structure, point of view, etc.) or literary technique 
(e.g., metaphor, irony, figurative language, etc.) used by Doris Lessing in “Through the Tunnel.” Using specific 
details from the story, in a well-developed essay, show how the Lessing uses that element or technique to 
develop the theme.

Guidelines:
• Do NOT use more than one literary device or element.
• You must have an introduction with a thesis statement, at least one body paragraph, and a conclusion: 

• This is the minimum.  It is not necessarily “A” work.  But, keep in mind that longer does not equate 
with “A” work.  It is the quality of both content and writing skill that determine your grade.

• You must use textual evidence in your body paragraphs to support your thesis statement.
• Your essay should reflect an understanding of the following standards for reading literature:

• RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

 AND
• RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.

OR
• RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme.
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Meaning/Topic 
Sentence

Original, concise, and insightful topic 
sentence that clearly addresses the 

question with an appropriate 
explanation of the chosen literary 

device or element

Original and concise  topic sentence 
that clearly addresses the question 
with an appropriate explanation of 

the chosen literary device or 
element

Somewhat undeveloped, unclear, or 
vague topic sentence that still 

addresses the question, though may 
not have a clear and/or well 

developed explanation of the chosen 
literary element or device

Weak, poorly worded, overly broad, 
or extremely narrow topic sentence 
that does not adequately address the 

question

No topic sentence; unsupported, 
inappropriate, or irrelevant topic 

sentence

Development

Supports the topic sentence by 
showing superior understanding of 
author's use of the chosen literary 

device or element through clear and 
organized thoughts and best 

appropriate, relevant examples/
quotes/ details/explanations

Supports the topic sentence by 
showing above average 

understanding of the author's use of 
the chosen literary device or 

element through clear and organized 
thoughts and good, relevant 

examples/quotes/ details/
explanations

Supports the topic sentence by 
showing average understanding of 

the author's use of the chosen 
literary device or element through 
clear and organized thoughts and 

average, relevant examples/quotes/ 
details/explanations

Somewhat supports the topic 
sentence by showing only limited 

understanding of the author's use of 
the chosen literary device or element 

through weak, irrelevant, or 
insufficient examples/quotes/ details/

explanations

May not answer the question with 
little or no understanding of the 

author's use of the chosen literary 
device or element; may use  

irrelevant examples

Organization

Maintains a clear and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
appropriate focus and exhibits a 

logical and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
coherent structure                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

through skillful use of appropriate 
transitions

Maintains a clear and
appropriate focus and exhibits a 

logical
sequence of ideas

through use of
appropriate devices and

transitions

Maintains a clear and
appropriate focus and exhibits a 

logical
sequence of ideas; may lack internal

consistency

Exhibits a rudimentary
structure that may

include
inconsistencies and/or

irrelevancies

Shows little or no focus or 
organization

Language

Stylistically
sophisticated, using

language that is precise
and engaging, with a

notable sense of voice; varies 
structure and

length of sentences to
enhance meaning

Occasional use of sophisticated 
language; exhibits some control of 

sentence structure and type

Attempts use of sophisticated 
language; attempts control of 

sentence structure and type with 
uneven success

Relies on basic vocabulary; exhibits 
some effort to control sentence 

structure and type with little success

Uses language that is
imprecise or unsuitable

and reveals little awareness
of how to use sentences

to achieve an effect

Conventions Shows superior technical editing 
skills

Shows above average technical 
editing skills 

Shows average technical editing 
skills Shows weak technical editing skills Lacks technical editing skills 


